Havoc In Haiti?

Understanding the difference a single
word can make.

Last week we looked at the Media questions that ask you to
retrieve factual information from the article. This week things
hot up a bit with the second type of question commonly set:
what the writer thinks of the topic, their feelings or point of
view. Not harder, just different. Read A Daily Battle for Survival
in Haiti and then we’ll show you one way of working this out.

Most people who watched news stories about the earthquake
that struck Haiti would probably agree that it was an awful
catastrophe. There is no doubt about the facts of this article: Amnesty
International is a highly respected organisation, and finding and
speaking the truth is at the heart of its important work in tackling
injustice. However, by taking the teacher’s fat red pen to the article,
you can see some of the ways in which the writer has presented his
or her point of view pretty strongly. That's not a problem: the readers
of this magazine are likely to be supporters of Amnesty already, and
their opinions are probably quite similar to the writer’s.

To answer the question about the writer’s thoughts and feelings
about the disaster in Haiti you could mention his/her view that the
earthquake wasn't just bad, but catastrophic; it “devastated” the
capital, the damage was “severe”. You could comment on the writer’s
concern for women and girls, or their belief in people having a right
to “international humanitarian standards”. You could mention the
writer’s horror at the conditions in Haiti, or their sympathy for the
frustration of the ordinary Haitian people. And if you did all that by
making a point, backing it up with evidence, and explaining how the
evidence supports your point, you would be well on your way to a
very good answer.

Question type two: What are the writer’s
thoughts and feelings about this topic?

This article was originally published in the November/December
2010 edition of the Amnesty magazine. Amnesty International is an

organisation that runs campaigns to protect people wherever justice,
fairness, freedom and truth are denied.

6 WEEKS T0 GO UNTIL YOUR GCSES BEGIN!

GCSE English is a crucial qualification and Result! is designed to help you achieve better grades. The eight-part series
includes weekly magazines sent straight to your door, plus online revision resources that give rapid results.
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Boost GCSE grades with Result! magazine -
a cram-tastic English Revision Course!

Result! magazine is designed to help students achieve better grades in their crucial GCSE
English exams. Sign up and you'll get eight weekly magazines sent straight to your door, plus
access to hundreds of online revision resources for rapid results.

This structured revision programme is written by experienced teacher and English specialist,
Julie Blake. Each magazine:
] EnGLisH e

supports students with their English revision
helps them hone skills and consolidate knowledge for each

of the key English areas: media, poetry, writing, prose, non- S0 Ea e revsoncuos wa )
fiction and drama 0 ‘% nf,‘é?h
. . . { R
supplies extension exercises WAYSTO <
. : YourseLe b
guides students through exam questions s ¢ R0l 5L
uncovers what examiners are really looking for HE[}\J EI.H\%%
offers rock solid revision strategies e BEGIN YOUR REVISION
LT THE SMART WAY — RIGHT NOW!

N POETRY: POSTCARDS NI
E FROM OUT THERE

TEN HOT HEADLINES FROM THE COURSE...
1) How to tackle fact finding questions for media and non-fiction reading

2) Extending your ideas in writing to comment

3) Plot how audience sympathy changes during a play Eet the f“ll
4) Punctuation masterclass: the problem with commas series 'nr

5) Memory techniques for more effective revision - t £ 1 5 99*
6) Effective quotation to impress examiners Ills u
7) Develop the art of great letter writing (*UK only: Sign up online by Friday 15th

X April and use discount code ‘Easter’
8) Know where to score those extra crucial marks P )
You'll receive the first four
instalments immediately, then one
10) Time management tips for the exam every week until the final exam.

9) Get inside the mind of your set poet

Media Non-fiction Poetry Prose Tool box Writing

Join the 1000s of students already working towards a better grade and sign up today at



